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Cyclagelosphaera 
shenleyensis 

Figs. 10, 39 - Cyclagelosphaera shenleyensis sp. nov. 10) Distal view with 
overgrowth on the centre. Lower Gault, Hockwold (H.945). SM 26087. 
x 5,200. 39) Holotype, distal view. SM 16676. Red clay (Lower Albian) 
underlying the Gault, Munday's Hill Pit, Leighton Buzzard (H.609). x 6,900. 

Diagnosis: An unperforated species of Cyclagelosphaera with a wide corona and a small central 
depression, both of which are often concealed below an overgrowth of coarse rhombohedral 
crystals. 

Description: The petaloid rim of the distal shield is narrower than in most species of Cycla
gelosphaera, and a large proportion of the distal surface is occupied by the corona, which is 
unusually large. It consists of radial elements of rather variable width and shape, sometimes 
showing a left-handed imbrication. At the centre is a conical depression about 1 fl. in di
ameter, solid at the bottom. In some specimens the pit and a large part of the corona are 
hidden beneath an irregular pile of well-crystallized rhombohedra; in others a similar over
growth obscures the whole of these central structures. The proximal v1ew 1s unknown. 
Measurements (in microns).: 

d d' p p' co co' c c' n 
Holotype: H.609 16676 distal view 6·1 6·0 4·0 3·7 1·1 1·1 29 

H.796 30333 )} )) 7 ·0 6 ·8 3 ·2 3 ·2 28 
)) 30372 )} )) 8·0 7·7 3·8 3·7 29 

H.945 26087 )} )) 6·4 6·0 6·1 5·6 3·7 3·3 29 
d, d' major and minor diameters respectively of the distal shield or distal surface. 
p, p' major and minor diameters of the proximal shield or proximal surface. 
co, co' major and minor diameters of corona (the ring of granules on the distal shield sur

rounding the central opening). 
c, c' major and minor diameters of the central area. 
n number of component elements in the distal shield, loxolith-ring or other marginal 

structure. 
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Type level: 

Lower Albian. 

Occurrence: Lower and Middle Albian. In the Lower Albian red clay underlying the Gault 
in the sand-pits near Leighton Buzzard (H.609); near the base of the Lower Gault at Hock
wold (H.945) and at Cambridge (H.796). 

Type locality: 

Near Leighton Buzzard (Southeastern England). 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. 
Holotype: SM 16676; text-fig. 39; from the Lower Albian near Leighton Buzzard (H.609). 

Author: 

Black M., 1973, p. 78; pl. 25, fig. 10; text-fig. 39. 

Reference: 

British Lower Cretaceous Coccoliths. I. Gault Clay. Palaeontogr. Soc. Monogr.: (2), pp. 49-

112, pls. 17-33, text-figs. 39-51. 
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